Chariton Community Schools Nutrition Services

A reimbursable meal is a single-priced meal unit that meets all USDA daily required meal pattern components for each
age/ grade group in the minimum required amounts. These components include grains, fruits, vegetables, milk, and
meat/meat alternates, ensuring the meal is nutritionally balanced and eligible for federal reimbursement under programs
like the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP).

Paid students must select a reimbursable meal to benefit from the meal unit price because the USDA requires that meals
served under the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP) meet specific meal pattern
requirements to qualify for federal reimbursement. The unit price for a reimbursable meal is set to cover the cost of

providing a complete, nutritionally balanced meal, and it’s subsidized by federal funds.

NOTE: All reimbursable meals purchased must contain % cup of fruit or % cup of veggies.

2026-2027 Meal Prices

Meal Type Daily — 1 Day | Weekly —5 Days Monthly — 20 Days
Student Lunch — Full Price 3.25 16.25 65.00
Student Lunch — Reduced Price .40 2.00 8.00
Student Breakfast — Full Price 2.25 11.25 45.00
Student Breakfast — Reduced Price .30 1.50 6.00
Staff or Visitor Lunch 5.25 26.25 105.00
Staff or Visitor Breakfast 3.25 16.25 65.00
A la Carte Milk: Home Lunch or Extra Milk .50 2.50 10.00

If you feel you may qualify for free or reduced-price meals, you may fill out an application ANYTIME during the school year.
You can apply online through your parent portal on Infinite Campus or fill out a paper application that you can get from any
school office. If you qualified for free or reduced last year by filling out an application, you must reapply every year.

Meal Charge Policy
710.4 Meal Charges

In accordance with state and federal law, the Chariton Community School District adopts the following policy to ensure school
district employees, families, and students have a shared understanding of expectations regarding meal charges. The policy seeks to
allow students to receive the nutrition they need to stay focused during the school day, prevent the overt identification of students
with insufficient funds to pay for school meals, and maintain the financial integrity of the nonprofit school nutrition program.

Payment of Meals:
Every student has a family meal account. Families may add money to their account the following ways:

® Pay Online: Make an online payment to your family account using your credit or debit card on Infinite Campus

® Pay in Person: Stop by any school office Monday through Friday to pay by cash or check. You may also send cash or a
check to school with your child. Checks should be made payable to Chariton Community School District. Please be sure to
have your student name on the payment to ensure it is deposited into the correct account

e Pay in the Mail: Send a check to Chariton Community School District, Po Box 738, Chariton, 1A 50049

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.


https://parent.payschools.com/

Meal Charging:

e Students that fail to have account balances may charge meals under the following parameters:
o Students will be served a full reimbursable meal (breakfast or lunch).
= Areimbursable breakfast meal includes one grain, a choice of fruit or juice, and one milk.
= Areimbursable lunch meal includes one protein, one grain, one vegetable, one fruit, and one milk.
o Once a student’s account has reached the equivalent of zero, NO a la carte items may be purchased. This
includes individual cartons of milk for students bringing their lunch from home.

Visiting Adults:

Adults wanting to eat a meal with a child at school may purchase a meal in the following ways:
o Use their child’s lunch account, providing there is a positive account balance and enough money in their child’s
account to cover the cost of the adult meal.
o The visiting adult has the cash to pay for the meal. *Note: Any change due from the purchase of a meal with cash
will be deposited into the student’s lunch account. No change will be given.

Staff:

o Once a staff person’s account has reached a negative $14.52 (3 lunches), they will not be allowed to make any
other charges until they put money into their account.

Meal Balance Notifications:

e Cashiers will make reasonable efforts to verbally notify students (Grades 6-12) and staff at the register once the
account balance has dropped below $5.00.
® Chariton Community School District will be using an automated notification system to send notifications to parents
regarding their family account balance.
o0 The parent will receive a phone call, text, and/or email to the primary phone number and/or email that is
listed in Infinite Campus.
= Alow balance notification will be sent out weekly when the account reaches $5.00 or below
= A negative balance notification will be sent out three times per week when the account reaches a
negative balance.
= Written communication will be mailed home when an account reaches a negative balance of $-20.00,
this letter will refer the parent/guardian to the district meal charge policy and include an application to
apply for free/reduced meals.
* Unpaid lunch balances will carry over from year to year. As a student prepares to graduate the balance
will be reflected in the total bill owed to the District and it will be expected to be paid in full.

Meal Donations and Distribution of the Donated Funds:
e Donations:

o The board will gladly accept community support from groups or individuals who choose to
make a tax-deductible donation specifically toward negative lunch balances to the District
Business Office.

o All donations will go into the Angel account.

o The donor can specify if they want their donation to go to a specific family in need, or, if they
want the donation to be distributed according to the district's standard operating procedures,
a form will be supplied to the donor.

o Families who have seniors graduating and no other student(s) in school may transfer any unused
funds into the angel account to be distributed according to the district's standard operation
procedures.

. Distributing Donations from the Angel Account:

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.



o0 The food service director and principal will make 3 attempts to collect meal debt.

o Once the district has taken all appropriate steps to collect debt, funds will be distributed
according to

the district’s standard operating procedures.
o Access to donated funds will be private, no information will be shared with the donor.
o Recipients of the donations will receive a letter showing the amount received into their account.

Communication of the Policy:

The policy and supporting information regarding meal charges shall be provided in writing to:

e All households at or before the start of each school year;
e Students and families who transfer into the district, at the time of transfer; and
e All staff responsible for enforcing any aspect of the policy.

Records of how and when the policy and supporting information were communicated to households and staff will be retained by
the District Office.

The Superintendent may develop an administrative process to implement this policy.

Original Adopted Date: 06/12/2017 | Last Revised Date: 07/10/2024 | Last Reviewed Date: 07/10/2024

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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